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        Your 2024 AEP Publicity Toolkit

Get Your Name Into Local Newspapers

Here are fill-in-the-blanks press releases for you to complete and share with newspapers in your area.

HOW TO USE THE PROVIDED PRESS RELEASE(s) 

I've provided multiple releases, You decide which one or ones you'd like to user.

BE SURE TO DELETE the portions that appear in GREEN.

Carefully fill-in-the-blanks on the press release(s) you intend to send.  They should be in RED.

Press releases are typically spaced as shown (double spaced for the body).  
Headlines can be centered and BOLD.

Proofread carefully to make sure you have completed everything (& removed all the (  ) marks)

Decide which local newspaper (or newspapers) you want to send to.

Submit your press release.  TIMING IS IMPORTANT.  We include some recommendations.


I'D LOVE TO SEE SUCCESS STORIES

If you have success getting your press release(s) published, will you send me an Email with a scan of the actual article.   We will share your success as encouragement to others.

E-mail to me     jslome@medicaresupp.org

Good luck.
Jesse Slome
American Association for Medicare Supplement Insurance













GETTING THESE PRESS RELEASES PUBLISHED
This is a 4-step (but very simple) process.


STEP 1.	Gather copies of local newspapers (small dailies, weeklies, senior, other).

STEP 2.	Look inside for the names of EDITOR, FINANCIAL or BUSINESS EDITOR and any contact 		information (Phone, email).

STEP 3.	Optional: You should make a quick call or email them to introduce yourself. And, ask  		them "what's the best way to send you newsworthy information?"
		Reaching editors can be difficult. But almost anyone who picks up the phone at the 			newspaper can answer this question.

		Suggested script for phone call: "My name is ___________ and I am a Medicare specialist
		here in (name of town). Medicare's Open Enrollment is coming up and I'd like to get
		you some helpful info for seniors in (repeat name of the area their publication covers).
		What is the best way to do that? Fax? Email? Regular Mail?"   "Thank you"

STEP 4.	Send over the info directed to the editor's attention.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

IF YOU ARE GOING TO EMAIL - YOU MAY WANT TO FIRST SEND A MESSAGE OF INTRODUCTION


Subject:	I'd like to help (name of town) seniors avoid mistakes during Medicare's AEP

My name is (name) and I am Medicare insurance (agent/advisor) here in (name of town or city).

Once a year Medicare gives seniors an opportunity to switch plans. This can save them money. It can get your readers get better coverage for the coming year.

But, admittedly, it's very confusing. Because of that many people miss out.

I'd like to share some simple tips, ways to get the most from Medicare's Annual Enrollment Period.

I'll be sending them to your attention. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call or email me. 

Many thanks for your interest.

YOUR NAME
YOUR AGENCY NAME
CITY / TOWN
PHONE NUMBER
		




PRESS RELEASE #1  - 2024 GENERIC NEWS
You can distribute this news release at any time.
Send to editors of local weekly newspapers, and 
business editors if your daily newspaper lists business people "On the move".


FROM:   	[Your Name HERE]
		[Your Company/Agency Name - if any - HERE]
 		[Your Email & Phone Number HERE]		


National Medicare Association Recognizes [Name of Town or City] Professional


[Your First and Last Name] an [Insert the appropriate description such as "an independent insurance agent" or "an agent with name of agency/company"] located in [name of city], [state] has been recognized by the American Association for Medicare Supplement Insurance (AAMSI).   [Your last Name] is recognized and is now listed on the Association's 2024 national directory of leading local Medicare insurance agents.
	"Some 65 million Americans are enrolled in Medicare and another 11,000 become eligible everyday," explains Jesse Slome, director of AAMSI, the national Medicare insurance industry organization.  "Medicare is national but your choices are local. We are pleased to recognize 2024's leading local Medicare insurance professionals who are committed to educating senior consumers about this important but confusing healthcare benefit."
	"Deciding which Medicare plan option is best can indeed be confusing. Making a mistake can be costly and maybe even irreversible," shares [Insert Just Your Last Name Here].  "I am proud to have been recognized as a local professional and gladly offer free comparisons of Medicare options and plans that are available to individuals in our area."  To speak with [Insert Your Last Name Here] call [Insert Your Area Code and Phone Number Here].

Insert 3 Hash Marks Centered            # # #          That Indicates the End of a Press Release



PRESS RELEASE #2  - MAXIMIZE 2024 AEP SAVINGS
Distribute to weekly newspapers in early to mid September 
To Daily newspapers around Oct 1 




FROM:   	[Your Name HERE]
		[Your Company/Agency Name - if any - HERE]
 		[Your Email & Phone Number HERE]		


Get The Most Out Of Medicare's 2024 Open Enrollment


Open Enrollment for Medicare Advantage and Part D drug plans begins October 15 and runs through December 7.   During these 53 days, seniors are given a singular opportunity to reassess their coverage and find and sign-up for better options for the coming year.
 	"Even if you are happy with your current Medicare plan, it generally pays to review your plan during Open Enrollment," explains [Your First and Last Name] an [Insert the appropriate description such as "an independent insurance agent" or "an agent with name of agency/company"] located in [name of city], [state].
	"Maybe you started taking a new prescription medication or your Medicare plan's coverage for 2025 will change," shares Jesse Slome, director of the American Association for Medicare Supplement Insurance, a national industry organization.  "Open Enrollment is generally the best time for seniors to review and get ready for the next year.  But act early because local Medicare insurance professionals are busiest during this time of the year."
 	Getting better Medicare plan coverage as well as lowering costs are the primary reasons to take advantage of the yearly reassessment opportunity.   "If you miss an Open Enrollment deadline, you'll most likely have to wait a full year before you can make changes to your plan," explains [Insert Your Last Name Here].   

- continued next page - 


Get The Most Out Of Medicare's 2024 Open Enrollment, page 2


Here are two important things every Medicare beneficiary can do during Open Enrollment:
	1.  Review Your Plan Notice.  Be sure to read any notices you receive from your Medicare plan about changes for next year.   Review for any changes that could impact drugs you take or the doctors and specialists you prefer.
	2.   Review 2024 and Think Ahead for 2025 Needs.   Consider any health changes that took place in 2024.  Think ahead for health conditions that might need addressing in the year ahead?  Will another Medicare plan offer better options?  You may be able to get better coverage or reduce costs by choosing another plan?
	"Medicare's Annual Enrollment only lasts 53 days a vital time period to review and make decisions that last a full year," shares [Insert Your Last Name Here].   For a no-cost review and comparison of Medicare plans available in our area call [Insert Your Last Name Here] at [Insert Your Area Code and Phone Number Here].

Insert 3 Hash Marks Centered            # # #          That Indicates the End of a Press Release









PRESS RELEASE #3  - 2024 DRUG PLAN CHANGES
Distribute to weekly newspapers in early September 
To Daily newspapers around Oct 1 

SEE 2nd PAGE FOR YOUR STATE's INFORMATION




FROM:   	[Your Name HERE]
		[Your Company/Agency Name - if any - HERE]
 		[Your Email & Phone Number HERE]		


Majority Of [name of city or town) Seniors Can Find Lower Cost Drug Plan


A significant percentage of seniors in [name of city or town) with Medicare drug plan coverage could likely have paid less for their 2024 Part D coverage. Fortunately, Medicare provides an opportunity to find lower cost plans for 2025 during the upcoming Annual Enrollment Period (AEP) that begins October 7th.
	According to a report from the American Association for Medicare Supplement Insurance, [fill in the percentage number) of seniors in [name of state) had access to a 2024 stand-alone Medicare prescription drug plan with a lower premium cost than they paid in 2023.  There are currently [fill in number of plans) Medicare stand-alone prescription drug plans available in [name of state) reports the organization.
	"Medicare provides seniors with an opportunity to see if a less expensive drug plan will be available for the coming year," shares [Your First and Last Name] an [Insert the appropriate description such as "an independent insurance agent" or "an agent with name of agency/company"] located in [name of city], [state]. "Plans can change what they charge and how they cover various drugs so comparing is vitally important. The potential savings can be hundreds of dollars."
	Medicare's Annual Enrollment Period begins October 7 and concludes December 15. The local Medicare insurance advisor is offering free consultations to help area seniors compare available coverage including drug plans for the coming year. To arrange a Medicare coverage evaluation call [Insert Your Last Name Here] at [Insert Your Area Code and Phone Number Here].  The deadline to schedule and take advantage of the Medicare AEP evaluation is November 30, 2024.

Insert 3 Hash Marks Centered            # # #          That Indicates the End of a Press Release
New Jersey - 21 plans - 80.05%
New Mexico - 22 plans - 82.76%
New York - 15 plans - - 80.92%
North Carolina - 21 plans - 81.74%
North Dakota - 22 plans - 63.70%
Ohio - 21 plans - 75.84%
Oklahoma - 22 plans - 86.09%
Oregon - 21 plans- 81.06%
Pennsylvania - 21 plans - 77.70%
Rhode Island - 21 plans - 79.53%
South Carolina - 22 plans - 80.26%
South Dakota - 22 plans - 62.91%
Tennessee - 24 plans - 82.15%
Texas - 22 plans - 82.28%
Utah - 21 plans - 78.99%
Vermont - 21 plans - 80.87%
Virginia - 21 plans - 79.70%
Washington - 21 plans - 82.52%
West Virginia - 21 plans - 81.62%
Wisconsin - 21 plans - 72.25%
Wyoming - 22 plans - - 78.96%


Alabama - 24 plans - 86.96%
Alaska - 19 plans - 74.2%
Arizona - 21 plans - 78.26%
Arkansas - 21 plans - 85.16%
California - 23 plans - 81.52%
Colorado - 21 plans - 68.94%
Connecticut - 21 plans - 81.64%
Delaware - 19 plans - 79.94%
District of Columbia - 19 plans - 87.53%
Florida - 21 plans - 81.01%
Georgia - 21 plans - 81.73%
Hawaii - 19 plans - 80.64%
Idaho - 21 plans - 74.97%
Illinois - 22 plans - 80.97%
Indiana - 21 plans - 76.47%
Iowa - 22 plans - 63.15%
Kansas - 21 plans - 77.81%
Kentucky - 21 plans - 80.02%
Louisiana - 19 plans - 83.96%
Maine - 21 plans - 81.05%
Maryland - 19 plans - - 81.87%
Massachusetts - 21 plans - 83.50%
Michigan - 21 plans - 80.90%
Minnesota - 22 plans - 66.52%
Mississippi - 19 plans - 82.01%
Missouri - 21 plans - 75.62%
Montana - 22 plans - 70.46%
Nebraska - 22 plans - 64.62%
Nevada - 21 plans - 82.15%
New Hampshire - 21 plans - 80.61%




PRESS RELEASE #4  - IF YOU DO DRUG PLAN COMPARISONS
You can distribute this news release at any time.
Send to editors of local weekly newspapers, and business editors and senior media in your area.



Local Expert Shares Ways To Save During Medicare Shopping Season;

Typical Senior Can Save $500-$700 By Acting Before December 7

Area seniors have a once-a-year opportunity to review their Medicare coverage and make changes for the coming year.   Medicare's Annual Enrollment Period begins October 15 and lasts for only 53 days ending December 7, 2020.
	"Far too few area seniors take advantage of the opportunity," says [Your First and Last Name] an [Insert the appropriate description such as "an independent insurance agent" or "an agent with name of agency/company"] located in [name of city], [state].   "The reason to do a coverage check-up is to get the best-fit coverage and to save money on premiums and other out-of-pocket costs."
 	Recent studies reported by the American Association for Medicare Supplement Insurance found that seniors who switched their Medicare Drug plan coverage cut their premiums.   "Most seniors are will not be in a plan that's optimal for their drug regimen," explains Jesse Slome, director of the national organization.  "The average annual savings if they switch is between $500 and $700."
	"The best way to choose a Medicare drug plan that works for you is to start by looking at your priorities," explains [Your last name].  "The Medicare Plan Finder is a great online tool for the do-it-yourselfer but it can be complicated and require periodic updating."
	To help area seniors compare their Medicare Drug Plan options during AEP [Your last Name] is offering free consultations via [select one or both, phone and video conferencing].  "With seniors at a high risk because of the coronavirus pandemic we've had to change from home and in-office visits to more virtual assistance," adds [Your last Name].	
Save On Medicare Drug Plans, page 2 


	To arrange a Medicare Drug Plan evaluation during AEP call [Insert Your Last Name Here] at [Insert Your Area Code and Phone Number Here].  The deadline to schedule and take advantage of the evaluation is November 15, 2024.



[Insert 3 Hash Marks Centered            # # #          That Indicates the End of a Press Release
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